
From:                                             Robert Rose
Sent:                                               Wednesday, 8 October 2025 11:27 am
To:                                                  Matt Kavermann; Anastasia Boniface
Subject:                                         RE: Pukepuke lagoon - Updated bird numbers
 
Thanks Matt
 
The Lagoon was extremely dry for most of the year unfortunately. There was virtually no input from Jan through
to June due to the dry conditions and low groundwater table. It will be interesting to see how things progress this
summer as they are predicting another dry summer.
 
 
 
Robert Rose
Senior Environmental Advisor
 

P: 06 323 0000
M: 027 204 6181
www.mdc.govt.nz

 
This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above.
If you are not an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of
this message is prohibited.
If you have received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments.
Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Manawatū District
Council.
 
From: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Sent: Tuesday, 7 October 2025 8:47 am
To: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Cc: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Pukepuke lagoon - Updated bird numbers
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of MDC's network. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content
is safe. If in doubt contact the MDC IT Team!
 
Kia ora Anastasia
 
You may or may not be aware that there were some issues with water levels in Pukepuke lagoon this year, and it
was largely dry leading up to May – see attached image.
 
Observers completing aerial black swan counts for this site (completed in January 2025) recorded 65 black
swan.
 
Dabchick numbers were not recorded during aerial counts but it might pay to check out ebird (see initial email
below) to see if anyone else has been out recently and added their data to the database.
 
Mā te wā,
 
Matt
 
Dr Matt Kavermann | Senior Fish & Game Officer

Wellington Fish & Game Council
292 Featherston Street, Palmerston North |  PO Box 1325 Palmerston North 4440
P +64 6 359 0409 |  M +64 21 688 346
E  mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz |  W https://fishandgame.org.nz/wellington/

https://www.mdc.govt.nz/
mailto:mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz
https://fishandgame.org.nz/wellington/


 
From: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Sent: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 7:12 AM
To: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Cc: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>
Subject: Re: Pukepuke lagoon - Updated bird numbers
 
Good morning Matt,
 
As per the emails from last year below I am just wanting to know if Fish & Game have any updated data for black swan or
dabchick numbers at Pukepuke Lagoon? 
 
I understand there had been no data since 2022 for this location however I am just double checking as we are in progress of
writing an annual report as per our concession requirements.
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
Anastasia Boniface
Environmental Officer
Āpiha Taiao
 

P: 06 323 0000
www.mdc.govt.nz
 

 
This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the addressee(s) named above.
If you are not an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of
this message is prohibited.
If you have received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments.
Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Manawatū District
Council.
 

From: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 11:22
To: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Pukepuke lagoon - Fish and game data
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of MDC's network. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content
is safe. If in doubt contact the MDC IT Team!
 

Thank you for the clarification Anastasia

 

Data I can find to hand below for Pukepuke Lagoon.

 

Black swan
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From: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 9:56 AM
To: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Subject: RE: Pukepuke lagoon - Fish and game data

 

Mōrena Matt,

 

If possible we would like to obtain any current and historic bird data you may have available for the Pukepuke
Lagoon area. This information is required to help us gain an understanding of any long-term trends or changes
which may have occurred following the easement concession in December 2000. Unfortunately, due to our
concession requirements being somewhat neglected following the departure of staff responsible for it we have
fallen behind in environmental monitoring requirements and are in the process of completing an environmental
management plan.

 

Hopefully that makes sense! 😊

 

Ngā mihi nui,

 

 

ANASTASIA BONIFACE l Graduate Environmental Officer
l Manawatu District Council l Private Bag 10001 l Feilding 4743 l
l P: (06) 323 0000 l www.mdc.govt.nz l

 

"Our people delivering great service to our community."

 

 

From: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2024 9:38 AM
To: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Cc: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Pukepuke lagoon - Fish and game data

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of MDC's network. Do not click links or open attachments unless you know the content
is safe. If in doubt contact the MDC IT Team!
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Tēnā koe Anastasia

 

Thank you for the email.

 

Just to clarify, you are after absolute numbers of swan counted rathe than number of nesting swan? Aerial swan
moult counts are completed in January.

 

Kia pai tō rā,

 

Matt

 

Dr Matt Kavermann | Senior Fish & Game Officer

Wellington Fish & Game Council

292 Featherston Street, Palmerston North |  PO Box 1325 Palmerston North 4440

P +64 6 359 0409 |  M +64 21 688 346

E  mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz |  W https://fishandgame.org.nz/wellington/

 

From: Anastasia Boniface <Anastasia.Boniface@mdc.govt.nz>
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:56 PM
To: Matt Kavermann <mkavermann@fishandgame.org.nz>
Cc: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>
Subject: Pukepuke lagoon - Fish and game data

 

Good afternoon Matt,

 

Robert has given me your contact details to get in touch regarding the concession that Manawatū District
Council hold with DOC to manage stormwater, maintain a weir and maintain a spillway at the Pukepuke Lagoon.
Part of this concession requires MDC to undertake environmental monitoring, this includes ascertaining:

Whether nesting numbers of dabchick and swan within the reserve area are adversely affected by the
spillway.

 

This monitoring requires the following:
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In relation to swans, MDC will obtain annual survey information on swan numbers for the lagoon from the
relevant Fish and Game Council.
No specific monitoring of dabchicks will be undertaken.

 

Could you please provide the information required above for Pukepuke Lagoon in order for Council to fulfil this
requirement of the concession.

 

Many thanks,

Anastasia

 

ANASTASIA BONIFACE l Graduate Environmental Officer
l Manawatu District Council l Private Bag 10001 l Feilding 4743 l
l P: (06) 323 0000 l www.mdc.govt.nz l

 

"Our people delivering great service to our community."

 

 

This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
addressee(s) named above.
If you are not an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message is prohibited.
If you have received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase all copies of
the message and attachments.
Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not necessarily
reflect the views of Manawatu District Council.
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